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From the Editor

I &dm afraid | 6ve ¢ ght
architecture of our Church, St
Et hel dredads, a® acki

me, it looks as though it has been
cobbled together with bits and
pieces of stone and brickwork
leftover from elsewhere 1 though |
have to say, oddly, that the tiled roof
viewed from the rear is to be
admired.

That said, Hugh de Lacy has taken some really great
photographs of the Church for two postcards which have quite
transformed my opinion. Also, look out for a questionnaire
which is to be sent out shortly about the possibility of
community uses for the Church.

Marie Bambrick has interview Cliff Coulson, and we also have
an interview with Danuta and Richard i the original Gibsons!

Well done to Andy Rankin and all those involved with the
setting up of Reach Community Solar Farm. It& operational
and has an informal ribbon cutting at midday on Saturday 27
February. Hugh de Lacy provides some broadband news
which is very welcome.

We enjogwildibesaédews and Mart.i
Juniper and its moons. Nick Acklam and David Thomas have
been caring for our woodland and orchard with the assistance
of many volunteers and they are grateful for your support.
Amber Vale has an article about Burwell Hedgehog Rehab
which has been set up to provide care and treatment for local
hedgehogs who may be injured or unwell.

At the New Yeards Football
there creating a football match out of mayhem, with his red
jumper and special Dad& football shirt beneath. | think I
understood from Bryan that the Football Match enjoyed its 20™
year this year. Has that
just Bryan?

Catherine Gibson considers the environmental virtues of being
a vegetarian with a scientific passion and gives us the recipe
for a mushroom and potato pie!

Great School article once again. Rose plays the ukulele and
Lily and Henry get into Molly Dancing.

I know | say that the pets in Pets Corner are totally cute but
Ruby Redfarn is off the scale.

Read this magazine and find out who has found their head.

Claire Halpin-McDonald

Front Cover Photo:

Football Match New Year6 s Day Bughde Labyy

Cover photographs: Hugh de Lacy, Alison Lewis and

David Thomas
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About the Magazine

dHe purpase of Within Reach is to serve the whole village by
circulating information and interesting articles free to every
hogisehold. Additional copies are available at a charge of
£2.50. Issues are published bi-monthly covering the months
of Feb/Mar, Apr/May, June/July, Aug/Sept, Oct/Nov and
Dec/Jan.

Copies of the Minutes of Parish Council meetings and of Out
of Reach and Within Reach magazines can be found on the
village website www.reach-village.co.uk.

The next copy date is 15" March 2016. This magazine is
approved and printed by Reach Parish Council.
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Postcards o f St Eg CherthdReactd a 6

Hugh de Lacy has produced
a choice of two postcards
of the Church and they are on
view and for sale in the Church
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Cliff Coulson

Cliff with partner Alison Short

Q: So CIiff, tell me where you are from and a bit
about your early life

A: 1 was born and brought up in Hartlepool. | have one
sister, who is a year younger; both my parents are still
alive. | went to Elwick Road secondary modern school;
I was rubbish at school and left aged 15. My first job
was with Dewhurst butchers in Peterlee and | worked
there for two years. | was 4 foot 10 at the time and had
to wear elevated shoes to see into the till!

Aged 17 | joined the army for the usual reasons: to get
away, see the world and travel. | first went to Sutton
Coldfield selection centre and was picked to drive tanks
but my parents advised that it
prospects in civvy-street and suggested | join the
Catering Corps. | followed their advice and went to
Al der shot for a yearo6s
Germany in 1975 as part of the Royal Signals Regiment.
There | was allocated to
mess and promoted to lance corporal. The Berlin Wall
was still up at that time and we were often out on
communications exercises with NATO troops. It was a
very interesting three years and | could say that it was
that experience that turned me into a man.

Then | said to myself:
women?o The army is full
military hospital in Woolwich and spent three years
there. | did meet a girl and we were together for three
years. | was working for the sergeants and senior ranks
catering and was recommended for a VIP course at
Aldershot so that | could work with senior regimental
forces. After this training | was posted to a five-star
gener al 6s h omunmany hsochefl Itiwas a®ie
like Downton Abbey: he had a batman, people polishing
the silver and did a lot of entertaining from cocktail to
dinner parties. This promotion to Germany meant the
end of my three year relationship. After three years
there, in 1978, | moved back to Waterbeach barracks
and did a six-month tour of Belize.

Cliffin Belize circa1983ii t 6s a tough! |i fe
Q: After that what did you do?
A: | decided to do some education courses in the army.
There was an occasion whe n | ifital ked bac|

officer and found myself posted to the Shetland Isles to
a NATO communications base miles from anywhere
with little to do so | kept fit, worked hard and drank! |
was there for 18 months and then resigned from the
army.

. S0 what ha ned next?
i dQn%t a] e%pg to many
A: | went to work at the London Hilton on Park Lane as
Demi-Chef de Partie. It was a good position and we

d

t r ai ndatargd; for anything drem 59 to 1,009 for lunch anel n t

dinner. We catered for the Royal Variety performance
t h eanddViiss VJoslchcampstison.and of fi cer s 0

Q: Did you get to meet any of the Miss World
contestants?

A: Sadly not!

. (% How long were you at the London Hilton?
Awher can | go t o meet some

o f A:rhstayed therg for ayear and then gnove th work @ith
a catering company in Richmond, Surrey and stayed
with them for three years. Following this, in 1990, | then
moved to work as a sous chef in the London clinic, a
private hospital in Harley Street.

Q: Did you run into any celebrities there?

A: There were lots there in my time including King
Hussein of Jordan, Linda McCartney, Cardinal Runcie,
and memorably, General Pinochet who had a whole
floor with armed guards allocated to him!
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Q: So that takes us up to about 1999 and you said
you then went self-employed?

A: 1 was subcontracted by the J Lyons company and
catered forthe Qu e gardéngarties, at Sandringham
and a barbecue for Prince Charles and Diana at
Highgrove and also catered for Wimbledon. Following
the death of a close friend, | decided to move to
Coventry to train as a computer engineer for two years.
In 2002 | moved tothe EastAngl i a Chi |l d
in Milton and was chef manager for nine years.

Q: How did you end up moving to Reach?

A: When | was working in Milton | saw an ad for a room
in a nice house in Reach and moved there and started
to cometothe Dy k e 6 buseH to drink with Scotty
who was a good mate. Then | was fortunate enough to
meet Alison (that was about 12 years ago). We lived
together in Reach until five months ago and now live in
Burwell. We want to move back to Reach, we have so
many friends here. Five years ago 32 of us from the
village went on holiday to Greece together: Reach is a
great place to live.

Q: Where are you working now?

A: | work full-time at the Arthur Rank Hospice in
Cambridge as a finance assistant.

Q: What are your hobbies?

A: | like walking the dog on the Fens, going to the pub
and socialising with friends.

Q: What is your philosophy in life?

A: Do something you have a passion for in life.

r

en

Burwell Hedgehog Rehab

<

60s Hosjy

Burwell Hedgehog Rehab has been set up to provide care and
treatment for local hogs who may be injured or unwell.

When | first entered the veterinary industry as a student
everyone used to ask me, "Amber, what is your favourite
animal?" The answer from day one was always a hedgehog.
I am yet to complete my Veterinary Nursing Diploma, however
I worked as a Student Veterinary Nurse for four years. | started
my training in Cambridge in which | did a one year placement.
| was then offered a position in Ely where | continued my
course. After three great years there, | struggled to pass one
of my final exams and decided to leave Veterinary Nursing for
a while. Seven months have flown by and | am almost ready
to give it one last shot. My Hedgehog Rehab is based in
Burwell and | will be happy to attend to hedgehogs in and
around the surrounding areas.

| decided to put my garden shed to good use and set to work
making it a homely Hedgehog shelter. Unfortunately
Hedgehogs are on rapid decline and need human intervention
when necessary, especially throughout the harsh cold winters.
Underweight hedgehogs will attempt to hibernate during the
winter, but sadly will never wake up. It is important that if a
Hedgehog is seen out in daylight it is carefully assessed
(females during the summer may leave a nest during the day
to feed their young) however from November to April a
Hedgehog out in the daytime isn't a good sign.

Hedgehogs suffer from a variety of intestinal parasites due to
the large volume of slugs and snails that they consume. Many
people are unaware that in fact, a hedgehog's main diet
consists of beetles and insects. Lungworm is a serious
infestation that spreads into the respiratory tract and is fatal if
left untreated. Hedgehogs can be seen out in daylight (this
normally indicates sickness and dehydration) and at this point
the hedgehog should be rescued and taken to the nearest
rehab point for emergency subcutaneous fluids. All 21 of the
hedgehogs that | currently have have been successfully
treated and are now very healthy. The British Hedgehog
Society are encouraging people to feed hedgehogs in their
gardens to give the hogs a break from eating the things that
make them poorly (meaty cat food and fresh water are ideal).
They just need a little helping hand.

My goal is to do everything in my power to help every
hedgehog | can.

Amber Vale
ambervale@hotmail.co.uk

www.facebook.com/burwellHR
07976 098886
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Historic Reach

AfiReach was a city

(T. Dalton)

Studies of individual English villages are often overlooked and
as Reach demonstrates, once a village does not necessarily
mean always a village. Whilst the above passage probably
refers to significance rather than size, Reach is an interesting
example of a settlement that was once very prominent in the
fenland landscape. The small port at Reach had developed a
more than local importance by the end of the 14" century
(RCHME 1972) and a variety of products were being shipped
out. Clunch formed a major export and went to be used in a
number of noteworthy buildings, for example Cambridge
Castle in 1295 and a number of Cambridge Colleges in the 16"
century (V.C.H., Cambs. II).

Reach is significant and studies into these types of settlement
are rare, as scholars tend to focus on towns and cities with
more prominence in the present. There have been many
smaller and partial investigations, but what can we learn from
studying Reach in a holistic manner, combining multiple
avenues of research, but with an emphasis on historic
buildings?

whi |l d a@aembr i

One of the principal sources of information are historic maps,
and these are often a good starting point. Cambridge Archives
holds the records for Reach and a range of old maps can be
found. One of the problems encountered results from the fact
that Reach was once two parishes. East Reach was located
Hget WAsNQArsthadfi Rgyil os Dyke
running from Reach to Wooditton and thought to be Anglo-
Saxon), in Burwell parish, whilst West Reach lay on the other
side in Swaffham Prior parish.

Before Ordnance Survey produced the first edition maps in the
1860s, tithe and enclosure maps were the principal
cartographic sources. Enclosure Actsint he 1800s
a number of smallholdings creating large farms, pushing out
the idea of common | and for
did not officially belong to any group and was often cultivated
by landless peasants. Areas covered by this enclosure often
lack tithe maps as the tithe (portion of your yearly profit
payable to the church or clergyman) was often commuted as
part of the enclosure process. Therefore West Reach has an
Enclosure map, but no tithe, whilst East Reach has a tithe and
only a small Enclosure map covering the area south of Burwell
Road.

Swaffham Prior parish enclosure map, showing part of Reach village
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More often the tithe map holds most information relating to
landowners and occupiers. Reach is no exception. Although
only illustrating East Reach, the tithe apportionment lists
several interesting names. Plots 612 and 613 to the north of
the village are owned by a John Peter Allix, although occupied
by John Harding (there are several Hardings listed as owners
and occupiers for various plots). He was a prominent
landowner in Swaffham Prior, owner of Swaffham Prior House
and great-grandson of the Rev. Pierre Allix (1641-1717) a
French Protestant clergyman and scriptural writer forced to
flee France following the revocation of the edict of Nantes.
Other plots of interest are the listing of The Ship Inn in Plot
602, in front of what is now the Village Centre but was once
the Village School.

Cartographic sources can only tell us so much. Their strength
lies in illustrating the morphology of the village as a whole, but
studying individual buildings is also a good way of learning
about changes in architectural styles and building fashions.
We have already visited a few of the buildings in Reach

including the Dykebs End pub.

In the medieval period, alehouses or beerhouses were
premises where ale and beer was sold directly from a home,
while inns or public houses were purpose built to serve
travellers. In Cambridgeshire, no specialised planning for inns
and alehouses is found before 1800, and therefore it is
impossible to distinguish alehouses from standard dwellings of
the same date. In the early 19" century, club or small assembly
rooms were added to public houses and comprised single
heated rooms, sometimes at first floor level and given
independent access from outside. This means that in Reach,
as elsewhere, there are difficulties in resolving alehouse
functions from physical inspection alone. However, historic
trade directories provide clues that may suggest this practice
occurred in Reach, where we found two occurrences of public
houses being run by one family member, but another of the
same surname listed as a beer retailer; does this indicate a
distinct entity where home-brewed ale and beer was sold
separately from, but in the same building as the principal
business? In 1869, a George Middleditch ran the Swan P.H.,
while Matthew Middleditch was a beer retailer, and then in
1892 and 1896 David Badcock ran the Ship P.H. and Charles
Badcock was a beer retailer. Though not conclusive evidence,
this might suggest that public houses in Reach followed similar
practices as elsewhere in Cambridgeshire. Historic trade
directories are now very accessible and many can be found
online at http://specialcollections.le.ac.uk/cdm
/landingpage/collection /p16445coll4.

7 N

Burwell parish tite map, showing parts of Reaaated 1842.
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Wehavevisit ed The Dykeds dbatidanksmustl i c
go to George and Catherine Gibson for allowing us to roam
around at will. The building consists of a former domestic
residence converted from private to commercial use in
1975/76. Despite its short life as a public house, its fortunes

have varied. After a period of closure and a name change, it

was not until 2000 when the village bought the freehold that
continued existence was ensured and the current name
reinstated.

house

With the conversion to a public house, there was the inevitable
loss of earlier, domestic fixtures and fittings, though there
remain some tantalising clues regarding the social history of
the building, for example the discovery of a pair of worn shoe
soles found hidden within a chimney stack. Unless they have
been introduced at a much later date, they hark back to a time
when it was thought that such depositions would avert evil or
bad luck. These are an apotropaic device similar to scribed
compass marks (commonly named daisy wheels) often found
on fireplace lintels or around windows and doorways.

Kelly, E. R. (ed.) 1869 The Post Office Directory of Cambridge,
Norfolk and Suffolk Kelly & Co., London. pp. 139, 159, 179.

Kelly&Co.Ltd.Kel | yés Directory of
SuffolkKel | yés & Co. Ltd. , London.

Kelly & Co. Ltd. Ke | | y 6's
Co. Ltd., London. p. 150.

Royal Commission on Historical Monuments of England
(RCHME) 1972 An Inventory of the Historical Monuments in
the County of Cambridgeshire, Volume 2, North-East
Cambridgeshire Originally published by Her Majesty's
Stationery Office, London, now available online

http://www.british-history.ac.uk/rchme/cambs/vol2.

Wareham, A. F., and Wright, A. P. M. 2002 A History of the
County of Cambridge and the Isle of Ely: Volume 10,
Cheveley, Flendish, Staine and Staploe Hundreds (North-
Eastern Cambridgeshire) Originally published by Victoria
County History (VCH), London, now available online
http://www.british-history.ac.uk/vch/cambs/vol10/pp225-227

Cambri

Director KXebfy&@amB&r i

p.

Lauren Wilson and Tansy Collins
Archaeological Solutions

If you have any comments or questions about this article
contact Tansy on Tansy.Collins@ascontracts.co.uk
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