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An Evening of Carols 
 

Friday 20th December 2013 
in the Village Centre at 7pm 

 

Carols, mince pies, mulled wine  
and a raffle 

 

A DATE FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

Burns Night 
 

Saturday 25th January 2014 
in the Village Centre at 7pm 

 

Sue Loaker, Police Crime Prevention Officer, 
Kevin Evans from Neighbourhood Watch 
and Stephen Cook from Briar Security will 
be presenting at the Wednesday December 
4

th
 Reach Parish Council meeting ï starting 

at 7.00pm  
 

PLEASE COME ALONG! 
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From the Editor 
 

 
Marie Bambrick interviews Tina 
of Tinaôs.  Learn about the 
origins of the shop and how 
those eye-catching window 
displays are put together.  Anita 
Folkes reminisces about the 
Burwell and District Bus 
Company when a weekly ticket 
cost 11 shillings and conductors 
would help you on and off the 
bus with the pushchairs, 
shopping and ï not forgetting ï 
the kids.   
 
The weather has been warmer this year and there have 
been more butterflies.  Alison Lewis tells us where they go 
post summer.  Gareth Davies, standing in for Joss 
Goodchild, advises us how we can get involved in Citizen 
Science ï wildlife surveys.  The management of the 
orchard (David Thomas) and the planting of the woodland 
(Nick Acklam) also inspire us to be more aware of that 
beneath our feet and all around.  As always Danuta 
Gibsonôs gardening article is full of advice and tips as to 
how we can do things for ourselves.  Snakehall Farm has 
once again enjoyed remarkable recognition and success.  
Well done.  
 
We have a new contributor, Lorna Steven, who will keep us 
up to date with Equestrian News and we welcome her first 
contribution.  Janet Hall on plants is hanging up her quill - 
we thank her for her past advice and do you remember her 
article about cooking Sunday lunch in a hole in the ground?  
Janet is still willing to answer questions and give advice, if 
so prompted.  We have a new section to excite you ï 
Fascinating Facts About Reach ï so if you come across 
some fact/s large or small do let me know.  Pets Corner ï 
for which I have a weakness - has a bumper crop of entries 
in this issue.  Enjoy!   
 
Thank you Hannah Curtis and All Things Crafty for your 
great selection of photographs.  The crossword in the last 
issue was much enjoyed as we had four correct entries. 
 

Daniel Blocksage represented his age group for Great 
Britain in the World Triathlon Grand final raced over the 
Olympic Course in Hyde Park.  Over 5000 athletes across 
all age groups and countries took part.  Itôs an experience 
he wonôt forget.  Very well done.  Juliet Vickery also took 
part in the event and won SILVER!  I met Juliet weeks later 
and she was still grinning from ear to ear.  An incredible 
achievement especially with her injuries earlier in the year 
and also in the later stages of the race!     
 
Maisie Whitehead died peacefully in Hilton Park Nursing 
Home.  Her funeral service will be held at Reach Church on 
Monday 2

nd
 December at 2pm followed by burial in the 

Churchyard.  Our thoughts are with her family and friends. 

 

Editorôs Notes 
 

 
The purpose of Within Reach is to serve the whole village 
by circulating information and interesting articles free to 
every household.  Additional copies are available at a 
charge of £2.50.  Issues are published bi-monthly covering 
the months of Feb/Mar, Apr/May, June/July, Aug/Sept 
Oct/Nov and Dec/Jan.   
 
Copies of the Minutes of Parish Council meetings and of 
Out of Reach and Within Reach magazines can be found 
on the village website www.reach-village.co.uk. 

 
The next copy date is 15

th
 January 2014.  This magazine is 

approved and printed by Reach Parish Council. 

 
 
 

 

Editorial Team 
 

 
Editor Claire Halpin-McDonald 

Production Claire Halpin-McDonald  

  David Parr 
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Bell ringing Lesley Boyle 
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Wicken Fen Howard Cooper 
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See you at the 24Acre Tree Planting on Saturday 7th 
December.   Happy Christmas and New Year! 
 
Claire Halpin-McDonald 

Claire.halpin@ascontracts.co.uk 
 
Cover photos: Hugh de Lacy and Claire Halpin-McDonald 
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Exclusive Interview with Tina 
Turner 

 
 

Yes, we managed to get an interview with an initially 
publicityïshy Tina.  Sheôs not shy about her business 
though and with good reason.  She started up Tinaôs in 
Burwell 10 years ago and it has become a thriving shop 
and a hub of Burwell village life.  It opens from 8.30am-
5pm Monday to Friday and 9am to 4pm on Saturdays. 

 
Tell me a bit about yourself 
Iôm Burwell born and bred.  I attended schools in Burwell 
and then Newmarket Upper.  On leaving school, I worked 
at Brownôs garage for four years, got married and left when 
our first son was born.  We have two sons; Jonathan aged 
33 and Dean who is 28.  We also now have a lovely grand-
daughter, Chloe aged 15 months. 
 
Did you marry a Burwellian? 
Yes ï my husband Dave is also from Burwell.  He is a 
farmer but Iôm not a true farmerôs wife! 
 
Hmméthat sounds like the title of a country song!   
What gave you the idea to set up the shop? 
My mother had a small shop near Brownôs and she did 
repairs and mending.  Next door to her was Pandoraôs Box 
- a knitting shop run by Margie.  I used to work for my 
mother.  When the site was earmarked for redevelopment, 
both my mother and Margie decided to retire and I thought, 
what am I going to do now?  I decided to amalgamate both 
businesses and expand them.  I started up on The 
Causeway, where CentrePeace is now.  I moved to the 
present site after 18 months.  Apart from the 18 months 
there, Iôve spent all my working life in North Street.  I 
havenôt travelled the world much! 
 
Maybe not ï but it looks like all the world comes to you 
here.  The shop is a true Pandoraôs Box é you have so 
many facets to the business. 
People describe it as an Aladdinôs Cave.  There is the 
wool, crafts and haberdashery, the mending and alteration 
service, laundry and dry cleaning, scissor sharpening and 
sewing machine repairs, the helium balloons and 
personalised ribbon service.  OhéIóm also the box office 
for village events. 
 
And you do all of that yourself?! 
No ï my mum and aunt do repairs and mending.  Dad does 
the sewing machines and sharpening.  Dave does the 
helium balloons and also the accounts. 
 
Soétruly a family business!  How do you manage 
doing business with your husband? 
Very well ï we love being together ï even after so many 
years of being married. 
 
Is Christmas a busy time for you? 
It is.  We sell a lot of craft kits and gift vouchers.  Itôs the 
two weeks after Xmas thatôs a nightmare.  I close for two 
weeks and do my annual stockïtake.  Not my favourite job. 
 
You have some lovely window displays ï Iôm thinking 
particularly of the Chimpanzeeôs Tea Party you had on 
recently. 
Yes ï that was a charity display for the Parkinsonôs UK.  All 
the toys were knitted by my mother-in-law and customers.  

It was auctioned for £200.  With that, a cake stall, a raffle 
and donations, we raised £1,582 for the charity. 
 
Are you ñcraftyò yourself? 
I knit, cross-stitch and do some sewing.  I do some of the 
knits on display and my mother, mother-in-law and Joan 
from the village do the rest. 
 
Are you the ñAgony Auntò of knitters in the village? 

Yes ï lots of people come in for advice! 
 

Have you seen a revival in knitting over the years? 

Yes ï itôs become very trendy now to knit and my 
customers are younger than they used to be.  There is a 
knitting group that meets In the Anchor, Burwell, on Fridays 
and another knitting group in Soham on Thursdays and 
there is also ñAll Things Craftyò in Reach. 
 
You mean like the ñStitch Nô Bitchò groups Iôve read 
about? 

Yes ï but Iôm sure they donôt ñbitch ñwhile they stitch! 
 
Do you take holidays? 
Yes ï we like Devon and Cornwall particularly and we go to 
Crete to visit my sister who lives there, near Rethymon. 
 
So are you really Tina Turner? 
I was until I married.  Now Iôm Tina Fuller and I donôt sing! 
 
Any plans to expand the business? 
Not exactly but Iôm toying with the idea of starting a knitting 
group or a class at some point. 
 
Finally, can you tell me any knitting yarns?? 
Not just now! 
 
Marie Bambrick 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Tina Fuller (nee Turner) 
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Memories: Burwell Buses
 

 
In the 1920's a Mr George 
Mansfield of Burwell started a 
cobblers business.  Before the 
first World War, George 
Mansfield also started to repair 
cycles.  He had a house and 
shop built in Burwell High 
Street about 1914, later to 
become the bus company's 
offices.   
 
George Mansfield did not stop at bicycles and soon 
acquired a motorcycle and a Ford Taxi.  In 1923 he bought 
an ambulance which had been converted into a bus.  In 
1924 the first purpose-built bus arrived.  There was no 
stopping George Mansfield now and he began to build up a 
fleet of buses and their appearance and performance 
improved year by year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
During the 1930's Horace Mansfield (son) began to get 
involved in the business and has some vivid memories 
from then and the war years.  The Government took all the 
best coaches and drivers for use in transporting troops.  
Horace's sister, Mrs Doris Welsh, said when we got them 
back after the war they had been painted for camouflage 
and some still had the netting on them.  After getting them 
back they were painted brown and cream and were 
recognised by everyone.  After the war, Burwell and District 
Service started taking people to the seaside for day trips.  I 
remember later on going to Great Yarmouth, Felixstowe 
and even London Zoo. 
 
The main service route was Burwell to Cambridge and this 
included Reach, The Swaffhams, Lode, Bottisham, 
Newmarket and Ely.  On Wednesdays a bus would run to 
Bury St Edmunds for market day.  In recent years school 
contracts became important and private hire was popular, 
as now more people were able to afford to run a car. 
 
Graham Fuller of Swaffham Prior became a popular driver 
and conductor.  Jim Neale was also popular as a driver and 
conductor following in his fatherôs footsteps.  When you 
had booked a ticket to go out for the day, the bus company 
would use a car to collect you from home to catch the bus 
at Burwell and they would also bring you home at night. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
When I started work in Cambridge at the age of 15 in 1952, 
I used to pay 11 shillings for a weekly ticket.  After marrying 
and having children, I never worried about getting on the 
brown buses as the conductors were always helpful and 
would get the pushchair ready and come and take the 
small children for you and help you off the bus.  This was a 
great help when you had done more shopping than you 
meant to do. 
 
Eastern Counties Bus Company brought the fleet of buses 
when Burwell and District decided to sell up and it was very 
strange seeing Red Buses instead of our beloved Brown 
and Cream ones.  Mr Horace Mansfield was on one of the 
last buses as it made its final journey to Cambridge and 
back.  A lot of people made this momentous journey and all 
the fares collected (£80) went to Addenbrookes Hospital 
towards the Cancer Scanner Appeal Fund. 
 
Jim Neale, one of the drivers on the Burwell buses, 
cosseted and renovated a bus and used to do occasional 
trips out for old times sake.  The bus is stored and on show 
at the Burwell  Museum in Mill Lane, Burwell.  Why not pop 
along and see it. 
 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year everyone.  
 
Anita Folkes        J 
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Photos:  
Newmarket Journal  

June 14 1979   
recording the occasion of 

the last run 

 

The Last Run 

 


