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From the Editor 

 
 

So Christmas is upon us! 

 

This year the switch on of the 

Christmas Tree lights took 

place on the 1st of December, 

so weôll have the maximum 

benefit of what is a lovely tree, 

superbly decorated with 

brand-new lights which will 

last us a good few years going 

forward. 

 

The Cambridge Brass Band came and played and were 

excellent, as ever.  If you want to see them again then 

have a look at page 15 and youôll see they are playing in 

St Giles Church, Castle Street, Cambridge on Saturday 

14th December at 7.30pm. 

 

The next village event is the Seniors Christmas lunch 

which will be on Thursday 12th December, starting at 

12.30pm in the Village Hall.  And our Advent Windows 

in Reach event has already started ï see whoôs 

participating and when, on the Events Team page 5. 

 

So many village events revolve around the Village Hall 

ï we are a very lucky village to have such a facility.  Its 

usage continues to increase bringing the necessary 

revenue to pay for routine maintenance.  However, there 

wonôt be enough funds to repair the roof and this is where 

a grant or grants will be needed.  The committee have 

applied for funding via the Cambridge Community 

Foundation, starting with a Letter of Intent (LOI) which 

will be evaluated in January by Thalia (who we have 

applied to for funds).  Youôll be kept informed of progress 

ï fingers crossed! 

 
Finally, may I take this opportunity of wishing you all an 

outstanding Festive period! 

 

David Parr 

 

 

 

About the Magazine 

 
 
The purpose of Within Reach is to serve the whole village 

by circulating information and interesting articles free to 

every household.  Additional copies are available at a 

charge of £3.00.  Issues are published bi-monthly 

covering the months of Feb/Mar, Apr/May, June/July, 

Aug/Sept, Oct/Nov and Dec/Jan.   

 

Copies of Within Reach magazine and its predecessor 

Out of Reach can be found on the village website 

www.reach-village.co.uk.  This magazine (which is fully 

funded from advertising) is printed by Burwell Print 

Centre, an excellent social enterprise which trains and 

supports adults with learning disabilities and provides 

high quality design and print capabilities. 

 

 

 

The Team 

 
 
Editor David Parr 
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  Halpin-McDonald and  
 Grahame Radford 
 
Photographer Rosanna Moseley Gore  
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http://www.reach-village.co.uk/
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Village Update 

 
 
It feels like winter has 

finally arrived now and 

boots, hats, scarves and 

gloves are littered round 

our hallway.  Despite being 

forever cold and bundled in 

multiple fleece layers, I do 

love this time of year ï the 

cosy evenings in and the 

anticipation of the holiday 

season.   

 

The annual ódiscussionô on the correct time to put the 

Christmas decorations up (not until December!!) is 

already underway.  The girls are already designing our 

advent window and the calendar is filling up with lots of 

events being planned in the village - we feel very lucky 

to live in such a wonderful community. 

 

The Council prepares for winter . . . . 

Preparations for winter are well underway with the 

county councilôs fleet of 37 gritters and two quad bikes 

already on stand-by to keep the countyôs roads, paths 

and cycleways safe for residents in the colder months.  

The councilôs salt barns are fully stocked with 10,000 

tonnes of rock salt ready for the start of the cold season, 

and grit bins across Cambridgeshire have been refilled.  

For live updates on the councilôs gritting operations, 

follow Cambs_Traffic on X. 

 

In addition, local volunteers can help to keep their 

community moving in freezing weather by taking part in 

the Community Gritting Scheme.  Volunteers can sign up 

to grit local footpaths using equipment provided by the 

council.  If you would like to know more or wish to 

volunteer, please visit the CCC website which has a 

Community Gritting Training Pack and registration form. 

https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/travel-

roads-and-parking/roads-and-pathways/gritting-roads-

cycleways-and-paths/help-with-gritting-and-clearing-

snow  

 

. . . . and gives advice on being óWinter Wiseô 

The óBe Winter Wiseô campaign with Olly the Owl is 

returning for the winter season, helping Cambridgeshire 

residents to keep warm, safe and healthy throughout the 

colder months.  The Cambridgeshire County Council led 

campaign will have advice on: 

 

¶ Help with the cost of living such as warm hubs 

and Pension Credit (financial support for people 

over the State Pension age and on a low 

income) 

¶ Ways to protect your health, for example 

making sure you have any vaccinations you are 

eligible for 

¶ Tips on how to heat your home efficiently 

¶ Where to find free, physical activities for all the 

family across Cambridgeshire this winter 

¶ Advice on how to prepare for extreme weather 

conditions, such as freezing temperatures and 

flooding 

¶ Winter gritting schedules and staying safe on 

our roads, particularly when it's cold and dark. 

 

Cambridgeshire County Council say that ñwe understand 

that winter can be a difficult time for many of our 

residents.  The Be Winter Wise campaign is a way of 

giving everyone access to the information and resources 

they need to stay well, warm and well-prepared for the 

months ahead.  For more information, search 

#BeWinterWise on social media channels. 

 

Pension Credit 

An estimated 600 pensioners in East Cambridgeshire 

could be missing out on Pension Credit.  Pensioners on 

a low income are being advised to apply for Pension 

Credit now to be in with a chance of qualifying for this 

year's Winter Fuel Payment.  Pension Credit is available 

to people of a pensionable age on an income below the 

£218 a week threshold (£333 for couples).  Those above 

the threshold may still qualify if they are carers, have a 

disability, or have savings under £10,000. 

 

Anyone who needs help with applying for Pension Credit 

can contact the community advice team at East 

Cambridgeshire District Council or attend one of the 

council's drop-in sessions.  These take place at The 

Grange in Ely Monday to Friday, from 10am until 4pm. 

Drop-in sessions are also held at Soham Library each 

Wednesday, 10am until midday and in Littleport Library 

from 10am until midday on a Friday. 

 

Housing support fund 

As living costs remain high, East Cambridgeshire District 

Council is continuing to assist residents on a low income 

through the Household Support Fund.  This current 

round of government funding, which is being made 

available between now and the end of March 2025, aims 

to support households struggling to meet essential 

housing costs including food, energy bills and other 

essential items.  The council is able to apply to the fund 

on residents' behalf, as well as offering advice and 

support with completing applications.  Residents in East 

Cambridgeshire can seek assistance by calling 01353 

665555 or visiting the Community Advice drop-ins as 

above.  You do not have to be in receipt of benefits to get 

help.  If you are in receipt of benefits, they will not be 

affected if you receive a payment from the Household 

Support Fund scheme.   

 

Further details of the Household Support Fund and other 

cost of living advice is available on the council's website. 

 

Keep well and warm and happy holidays to all! 

 

Alex de Giorgio-Miller 

 

 

https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/travel-roads-and-parking/roads-and-pathways/gritting-roads-cycleways-and-paths/help-with-gritting-and-clearing-snow
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/travel-roads-and-parking/roads-and-pathways/gritting-roads-cycleways-and-paths/help-with-gritting-and-clearing-snow
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/travel-roads-and-parking/roads-and-pathways/gritting-roads-cycleways-and-paths/help-with-gritting-and-clearing-snow
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/travel-roads-and-parking/roads-and-pathways/gritting-roads-cycleways-and-paths/help-with-gritting-and-clearing-snow
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Village Hall
 

 

 
 

Good news at last!  After huge efforts by the committee 

to seek and agree estimates for the repair of the roof 

after the theft of the lead flashing in October 2022 and 

after many frustrations with builders and our insurance 

company, we now have a real chance that we can begin 

work soon.  We are greatly indebted to David Parr who 

has already spent a lot of time preparing the forms to 

seek funding for the estimated cost of circa £35,000.  

 

The other good news is that David Thomas has agreed 

to remain as Chair for part of the next year.  David has 

worked very hard to lead us through many complex 

issues involving our lease, local government legislation 

and policies plus day to issues of bookings, income and 

decisions on running the VH.  

 

The VH has a good team with the talents of David, 

Andrew Trump as Treasurer and Tony Fordham and 

Rebecca as Secretary, plus new members Paul and 

Diana Greer who have undertaken the bookings process 

and Rowan whose contributions are always appreciated.   

 

The issue of choosing and paying for the replacement of 

the oil  heating system is the next huge project to be 

faced. There are many alternative heating sources and a 

number of  village halls are confused by them or suffering 

from hasty decisions in choices made. 

 

Bookings are good and thanks to Helen and Claire for a 

delightful programme of sewing and gatherings the VH is 

being well used, so we say Happy Christmas and Happy 

New Year to all our customers.       

 

Sue Elliott 

 

 

Bottisham and Burwell 
Photographic Club 

 
 

Our meetings continue and members are enjoying a 

variety of photographic lectures and competitions during 

our 2024/2025 programme. 

 

An evening of note was a Zoom presentation by Gary 

Friedman from Massachusetts, USA on óComputational 

Photography ï How Our Smartphones are Beating the 

Big Camerasô.  The smartphone will cover most, but not 

all, of the techniques required for amateur photography, 

but it will no doubt sometime in the future. 

 

Our programme continues during the Winter months and 

into next year;  some of the highlights are listed below: 

 

Nov 19  óScotland Behind the Lensô by Stephen Ball of 

Stephen Ball Photography.  Zoom presentation. 

 

Dec 3  óAlong the Stour & Wildlife Photography during 

the Pandemic by Liz Cutting, ARPS DPAGB BPE5, 

Norfolk. 

 

Dec 10  Christmas Quiz led by Sarah Horsley. 

 

Jan 7  óIceland in Winterô by Colin Westgate FRPS 

MFIAP APAGB MPAGB, West Mersea.  Colin has  

visited Iceland many times and has some stunning 

images. 

 

Jan 14  Panel Pics/Creative Board Competitions. 

Themes chosen by members ï up to 3 Panel Pics and  

up to 3 Creative Boards.  Judge: Jonathan Vaines 

LRPS CPAGB AFIAP 

 

Meetings are held Tuesday evening from 7.30 pm to 9.30 

pm at Swaffham Prior Village Hall High Street, Swaffham 

Prior, CB25 0LD (except the third Tuesday in the month 

an online Zoom meeting) and new members are always 

welcome. 

 

Visitors can attend a lecture for a small entrance fee of 

£4.00, which includes refreshments. Our annual 

subscriptions are £55.00 for Adults, £30.00 for Students, 

plus a weekly attendance fee of £1, which includes 

refreshments.  If you would like to join us we would love 

to see you.  A copy of our programme for 2024/2025 can 

be obtained from our Secretary, Debra Bennett, at 

secretary.bandbpc@gmail.com. 

 

Wishing you a very Happy Christmas and a Healthy New 

Year. 

 

Daphne Hanson DPAGB HonPAGB 

Chairman  

 

 

 

mailto:secretary.bandbpc@gmail.com
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The Events Team 
 

 

The lights switch on seems to have been appreciated by all who came along.  The tree is lovely, big thanks go 

to Rob and Suz for that. 

 

And special thanks go to Matt who devoted a huge amount of time to sourcing the new lights that we have this 

year and then meticulously arranging them on the tree. 

 

Our next Event is the Seniorôs Christmas Lunch will be on Thursday 12th December in the Village Hall. 

 

And then on Christmas Eve 6-7pm we will sing a few carols around the tree. 

 

The lovely Christingle Service in our Church on the 23rd at 5.00pm ï not to be missed! 

 

For further information on all of these activities please go to https://www.reach-village.co.uk/news.html 
 

 

And the event that is currently underway is our Village Advent Calendar ï se below 

for the houses that are taking part and which day their windows will be revealed 
 

 

 

 

https://www.reach-village.co.uk/news.html
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The Dykeôs End 
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Rosannaôs Ramblings
 

 

Iôve just got back from a few 

days away in Paris with my 

daughter.  If I tell you it was to 

celebrate my 60th birthday and 

that I turned 60 on 2 April 

2020, you will get the picture.  

It didnôt ï couldnôt ï happen 

then for reasons we all know.  

And for various reasons things 

conspired to make it tricky to 

organise a second attempt for 

more than four years (one of which was the apparent 

plague of bed bugs in Paris hotels a year ago é for some 

reason, we just didnôt fancy going then!). 

 

Anyway, I got back just before the deadline for this piece 

and promptly lost my voice.  Now you might be thinking, 

ñWell, thatôs not going to stop her writing, is it?ò and no, 

indeed it doesnôt é hasnôt é for here am I sitting in front 

of the fire on a very dark and chilly night tapping away 

and following a rather random train of thought.  Except 

that I never really feel thoughts are ever that random. 

 

The current mental rambling is going something like this. 

Before I left on the Eurostar, weôd had a deeply 

depressing and extended period of mild, grey, still and 

DULL weather.  It had gone on for weeks!  Every single 

one of my patients moaned to me about it.  I moaned to 

them about it.  Charles, who does love a good moan 

about the weather, especially if he can add a bit of 

portentousness into the mix, had been channelling 

existential gloom about it for what felt like months.  It 

wasnôt, but it felt like it.  And I donôt know about you, but 

that flat dullness gave me a strange sense of 

nothingness, like being in a thick fog and losing oneôs 

bearings.  So, I have to admit to feeling a 

disproportionate sense of excitement and relief when, a 

few days before heading for France, there was a slight 

chill in the air, even an occasional nippy wind.  I felt I 

needed my duvet coat on when taking Milo out for his 

late-night walk. 

 

Iôm somewhat addicted to consulting the weather apps 

on my phone ï I have five of them currently, that way I 

can choose to believe whichever one appeals most to 

me for my current purposes.  And it looked like it was 

going to be similarly nippy in Paris, so I resolved to wear 

thinnish clothes under the duvet coat to cover all indoor 

and outdoor bases.  This was a decision I regretted 

almost immediately.  Oh fickle, tricksy apps ï Paris 

turned out to be grey and dull and mild, most of the time, 

so I steamed in my coat while we did impressive 

numbers of steps on the pavements of the streets and 

boulevards that still somehow managed to be charming 

and elegant and beguiling even when seen in grisaille, 

as the art historians would say. 

 

 

 
 

While we were there ï for three nights and only two full 

days ï both my daughter and I realised that we were 

feeling under the weather, literally and metaphorically.  

We had both been having a stressful and exhausting 

time in the lead up to the break and we just didnôt have 

the juice to be super-active.  If Iôd been away with 

Charles, this lack of juice would have been overridden, 

but daughter and I just made a decision to pause and 

sink into an autumnal torpor.  We did make it out of our 

hotel room (though the extreme comfort of the beds 

made this harder than it might otherwise have been), but 

mostly we pottered and visited many delightful yarn 

shops. 

 

Iôm a knitter and sheôs got a current enthusiasm for 

crochet which Iôm keen to encourage.  Excellent antidote 

to stress and burn out, yarn creativity.  And we gave 

ourselves permission to buy food to take back to our 

room in the evenings, so we didnôt have to brace 

ourselves for the óventuring out to find somewhere to eatô 

challenge when we were tired out and snuffly and a bit 

whimpery, to be honest.   

 

We did catch up on a lot of talk and I read a Whole Book 

and did some knitting and precariously played many 

games of patience on the bed while she snoozed.   
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And on the last morning we got up early, walked to the 

Gare du Nord and then waited é and waited é and 

waited for our Eurostar train.  The it was delayed due to 

a technical issue (always worrying, that ï will they really 

have fixed it??), but the good thing was that it was 

delayed enough to be able to claim compensation.  

Seeing as I bought the tickets nearly five years ago and 

have kept bumping the dates, getting some money back 

will feel a bit like Christmas coming early. 

 

Well, I didnôt actually see that neat seasonal segue 

coming when I started to write this!  You know, the ñHow 

do I write in the autumn for an issue coming out in 

December when the festive juggernaut will have started 

its inexorable roll towards us?ò  Because I love, love, love 

autumn ï and weôve had some spectacular autumn 

colours that have penetrated even the misty murkiness 

(my favourite bit in the village having been the 

extraordinary glow of the yellow field maple leaves 

mounded up around the little metal bridge to the Hythe).   

 

 
 

So, I never even want to start thinking about Christmas 

until December.  But I know itôs on its way ï diaries have 

been discussed with my kids, friends who might be on 

their own have been extended a possible invitation, Iôve 

even thought, vaguely about some presents.  But mostly 

what I ï we ï want to do is be thoughtful and quiet, once 

weôve been to Midnight Mass in Cambridge.  Last year, 

in the absence of any family, Charles and I took Milo for 

a long walk at Lode on Christmas Day and then had 

venison steak for dinner and it was just perfect.  This 

year, who knows?  Whatever, the dog will need to be 

walked and will doubtless roll in something nasty.  Heôll 

think itôs the best present he could give us. 

 

Rosanna Moseley-Gore 

 

Nature in Reach
 

  

Readers venturing onto 

the fenland surrounding 

Reach will have noticed 

that it has been usually 

busy of late.  In addition 

to autumnal farming 

activity, clearance of 

ditches by the Internal 

Drainage Board (IDB) 

and removal of reeds 

from the Lode by the 

Environment Agency, the 

National Trust has been at work.  At one point six 

excavators were active. 

 

The National Trust has been creating clay óbundsô or 

banks on land it owns on Tubney and Burwell Fens to 

retain winter rainfall and water abstracted from the lode.  

The lie of the land here meant that, in the past, water was 

quick to run off into IDB ditches.  However, in winters of 

high rainfall, temporary shallow ponds have developed 

which have been a magnet for birdlife.  The Trustôs 

engineering works should ensure that the ponds develop 

every winter and the damper ground throughout the year 

should encourage a broader range of plant life to 

colonise the areas. 

 

Retention of water on these sites will also assist in 

preserving the peat that underlies much of Tubney and 

Burwell Fens by preventing oxidation and thus loss of 

carbon to the atmosphere. 

 

As mentioned in previous articles, the Trust has plans to 

create a pond on land it has retained at the 24Acres.   

The pond will be fed by a spring that flows through the 

site.  A planning application, supported by the Parish 

Council, has been submitted to ECDC.  The hope is that 

work can begin in early 2025.  In addition to the pond, a 

steeply banked ditch crossing the centre of the site will 

be re-profiled so that it is more attractive to wildlife 

especially arable bird species, including the turtle dove. 

 

Over time these small engineering projects should have 

a positive impact on nature throughout our parish. They 

are listed as actions in the parishôs nature recovery plan 

https://www.reach-

village.co.uk/NATURE%20RECOVERY%20PLAN%20-

%20JANUARY%202024.pdf. 

 

In terms of sightings: 

21 September:  I spot an almost black, grey squirrel close 

to Harringtonôs Farm.  A bit of research reveals that there 

are around 25,000 black or melanic squirrels in the UK, 

concentrated in Bedfordshire, Hertfordshire and 

Cambridgeshire.  They are judged to be the result of 

interbreeding between grey squirrels and fox squirrels, 

both of which are alien species originating in America. 

 


